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Technical Assistance to Technical Assistance to 
Brownfield (TAB) CommunitiesBrownfield (TAB) Communities

•• A national programA national program
•• Funded by EPA Funded by EPA 

headquarters via grants to 4 headquarters via grants to 4 
different entities different entities 

•• FreeFree to communitiesto communities
•• KK--State assists communities State assists communities 

in EPA Regions 5 and 7in EPA Regions 5 and 7



TAB Assistance to CommunitiesTAB Assistance to Communities
•• Tailored to specific community needsTailored to specific community needs
•• Typically coordinated through the city, tribal or nonTypically coordinated through the city, tribal or non--profit profit 

brownfieldsbrownfields project managerproject manager
•• May include:May include:

Help identifying funding sources for revitalization projects Help identifying funding sources for revitalization projects 
Review of EPA and other grant applicationsReview of EPA and other grant applications
Help finding a consulting firmHelp finding a consulting firm
Review of project plans, technical reportsReview of project plans, technical reports
Assistance with community outreachAssistance with community outreach
Other assistance, as needed and agreed uponOther assistance, as needed and agreed upon

•• Communities accepted on a ‘first come’ basis.Communities accepted on a ‘first come’ basis.
•• Depends on staff/funding availabilityDepends on staff/funding availability



The Application ProcessThe Application Process

•• Contact usContact us

•• We’ll set up a meeting to discuss assistance needsWe’ll set up a meeting to discuss assistance needs

•• Review needs and TAB capabilityReview needs and TAB capability

•• Agree on a course of actionAgree on a course of action

•• Get startedGet started



BF ProcessBF Process

•• IdentifyIdentify the Brownfieldthe Brownfield

•• InvestigateInvestigate –– Phase I/II site assessmentsPhase I/II site assessments

•• CleanClean--upup, if necessary, if necessary

•• RedevelopRedevelop





Financial Tools for RevitalizationFinancial Tools for Revitalization















Keep in mind….Keep in mind….

•• A community’s willingness to make A community’s willingness to make 
“something happen” makes all the “something happen” makes all the 
differencedifference

•• Smaller Midwest cities can competitively Smaller Midwest cities can competitively 
and repeatedly access and repeatedly access brownfieldsbrownfields fundingfunding

•• Population DOES NOT measure success!Population DOES NOT measure success!
•• Success promotes successSuccess promotes success
•• The first grant is the most difficult oneThe first grant is the most difficult one
•• Grant writing tips Grant writing tips –– be clear and concisebe clear and concise



Special ProjectsSpecial Projects
Web Web -- based software: TAB Ebased software: TAB E--ZZ



Special ProjectsSpecial Projects

•• Des Moines, IA GISDes Moines, IA GIS--based redevelopment based redevelopment 
properties web siteproperties web site



Community InvolvementCommunity Involvement

•• Who is the Community?Who is the Community?

•• Why do it?Why do it?

•• Successful Involvement TechniquesSuccessful Involvement Techniques



Who is the Community?Who is the Community?

•• Elected OfficialsElected Officials
•• CitizensCitizens
•• Adjacent property ownersAdjacent property owners
•• Nearby residentsNearby residents
•• Business RepresentativesBusiness Representatives
•• Neighborhood OrganizationsNeighborhood Organizations
•• Local churches, youth organizations, Local churches, youth organizations, 

garden clubs, etc.garden clubs, etc.



Why Bother?Why Bother?
•• A revitalization project is dependent upon community A revitalization project is dependent upon community 

acceptanceacceptance

•• Elected officials and business representatives may not Elected officials and business representatives may not 
fully understand community interestsfully understand community interests

•• Avoid potential construction delays, loss of $, law suits, Avoid potential construction delays, loss of $, law suits, 
negative media coveragenegative media coverage

•• Avoid nonAvoid non--sustainable projectsustainable project

•• No EPA BF funds without community involvement !No EPA BF funds without community involvement !



Successful Community InvolvementSuccessful Community Involvement
= = 

Information + DialogueInformation + Dialogue

Informed Community participating in the Informed Community participating in the 
decisiondecision--making processmaking process

Sustainable RevitalizationSustainable Revitalization



How to Engage the Community?How to Engage the Community?

•• Inform Inform 
FlyersFlyers
News articlesNews articles
Publish meeting notesPublish meeting notes

•• Solicit inputSolicit input
MailMail--in surveysin surveys
Phone surveysPhone surveys
Meetings with key community representativesMeetings with key community representatives

•• Participatory PlanningParticipatory Planning
Public meetingsPublic meetings
CharettesCharettes
Visioning workshopsVisioning workshopsIn

cr
ea

si
ng

 S
ta

ke
ho

ld
er

 P
ar

tic
ip

at
io

n



CommunicationCommunication

Entity 1Entity 1
(local government, developer, etc.)(local government, developer, etc.)

InformationInformation

Entity 2 Entity 2 
(community at large)(community at large)



Community Involvement ToolsCommunity Involvement Tools

Fact Sheets, Citizen BriefsFact Sheets, Citizen Briefs
clearclear
conciseconcise
in layman’s termsin layman’s terms
basic informationbasic information
provide contact info and additional resourcesprovide contact info and additional resources

Note: NOT a standNote: NOT a stand--alone toolalone tool



Citizens Briefs (Fact Sheets)Citizens Briefs (Fact Sheets)

•• Downloadable from web site Downloadable from web site -- including:including:
Grant Writing TipsGrant Writing Tips
Writing a Request for ProposalWriting a Request for Proposal
Phase I Environmental Site AssessmentsPhase I Environmental Site Assessments
Planning for Community InvolvementPlanning for Community Involvement
LeadLead--Based Paint: What Is It? Where Is It?Based Paint: What Is It? Where Is It?
Asbestos: What Is It? Where Is It?Asbestos: What Is It? Where Is It?
Heavy Metal Stabilization in SoilHeavy Metal Stabilization in Soil

Web site:  http://www.engg.ksu.edu/chsr/outreach



Community Involvement ToolsCommunity Involvement Tools

Community OutreachCommunity Outreach
•• Community Day/FairCommunity Day/Fair
•• Bus ToursBus Tours
•• Walking ToursWalking Tours
•• Workshops/Seminars Workshops/Seminars 
•• Public MeetingsPublic Meetings



Community Involvement ToolsCommunity Involvement Tools

Workshops/Training SessionsWorkshops/Training Sessions
Tailored to the information needs of the Tailored to the information needs of the 
communitycommunity
Keep audience awake and engagedKeep audience awake and engaged
Relaxed atmosphereRelaxed atmosphere
Time for networkingTime for networking
Variety of presentersVariety of presenters
HandsHands--on segmentson segments
Very effective !Very effective !



Technical PresentationsTechnical Presentations
•• Community Meetings Community Meetings 



If you feed them, they will comeIf you feed them, they will come



Community OutreachCommunity Outreach

•• Redevelopment PlanningRedevelopment Planning



VisioningVisioning



VisioningVisioning





VisioningVisioning



Possible Layouts of Civic CenterPossible Layouts of Civic Center
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Sustainable 
Management 
Approaches and 
Revitalization 
Tools –
electronic 

SMARTe is a web-based decision support tool to assist 
brownfield revitalization stakeholders in the development 
and evaluation of future reuse scenarios for potentially 
contaminated sites.

SMARTeSMARTe



SMARTeSMARTe

•• SSustainable ustainable MManagement anagement AApproaches and pproaches and 
RRevitalization evitalization TTools ools eelectroniclectronic

•• SMARTeSMARTe is a webis a web--based decision support tool to based decision support tool to 
assist assist brownfieldbrownfield revitalization stakeholders in revitalization stakeholders in 
the the development and evaluation of future development and evaluation of future 
reuse scenariosreuse scenarios for potentially contaminated for potentially contaminated 
sites.sites.

•• http://http://smarte.orgsmarte.org



Good Luck & Don’t be a StrangerGood Luck & Don’t be a Stranger
. . . Give us a Call. . . Give us a Call

•• Sabine MartinSabine Martin
11--800800--798798--77967796
785785--532532--65196519
smartin1@ksmartin1@k--state.edustate.edu

•• Terrie BoguskiTerrie Boguski
913913--780780--33283328
tboguski@ktboguski@k--state.edustate.edu

Web site:  http://www.engg.ksu.edu/chsr/outreach


